
��������	
���
���
���

��������	����
��
��

Célia Bajodek, Mickaël Marchal, Romain Padernoz



European Union ?



A bit of fun

Let’s wake up with a little quizz
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• Before EU: the EEC (European Economic Community) 
created by the Treaty of Rome in 1957

• 27 members countries

• Capital : Brussels (and the Parliament in Strasbourg)

• 20 official languages

• One of the biggest international organisations in the 
world
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The Enlargment process



The Enlargment process

1958
6 countries



The Enlargment process

1973
9 countries



The Enlargment process

1981
10 countries



The Enlargment process

1986
12 countries



The Enlargment process

1990
12 countries



The Enlargment process

1995
15 countries



The Enlargment process

2004
25 countries



The Enlargment process

2007
27 countries



• 1957: EEC creation by the Treaty of Rome

• 1993: Changed to the European Community :
The first pillar of the European Union, created by the Maastricht 
treaty.

• 1999: a single currency for 12 of the 27 
countries : the euro !

• 2004/2005: 13 countries adopted the European 
Constitution

A bit of History



Euro and constitution



Euro and constitution



Euro and constitution



European Institutions Timeline



The three pillars of UE



The three pillars of UE



• The European Parliament : 732 members

• The Council of European Union (or Council of Ministers) :
25 members

• The European Commission : 25 members

• The European Court of Justice : 25 judges

• The European Court of Auditors : 25 members

(Who said the 25 number was magic ?)

Five major Institutions…



• 2 financial institutions :
– The European Central Bank (ECB)
– The European Investment Bank (EIB)

• And many committees and agencies :
– Committee of the Regions
– Economic and Social Committee
– EUROPOL
– The European Environment Agency
– …

…and many others !



Institutions Guided Tour



• the Council of the European Union , which
represents the individual member states;

• the European Parliament (EP), which
represents the EU’s citizens and is directly
elected by them;

• The European Commission (EC), which seeks
to uphold the interests of the Union as a whole.

3 main descision-making organs



• The main legislative power

• Composed by the ministries of each 
country
and subdivided in 9 “specialized councils” (foreign 
affairs, agriculture, environment, transport, competition, 
justice, economy, education, employment)

• Presidency : rotating every 6 month 
(currently  Finland) 

The Council of European Union



• Key roles :
– vote laws
– in charge of economic and security policies
– In charge of coordinating justice between countries 

(terrorism)
– Approval of the UE budget

• Voting system :
– Unanimity for critical domains
– Otherwise : qualified majority voting (2/3 of countries 

approval AND 72% votes approval) 

The Council of European Union



• The other legislative institution

• Located in Brussels and Strasbourg

• 750 members max (732 cur.), elected by 
universal suffrage for 5 years.

• Between 5 and 99 seats per country , depending of 
its population, + some observers of candidate countries.

• Current president : Josep Borrell

The European Parliament



The Parliament:

• Vote the laws proposed by the Commission,

• Must agree with the Council to adopt a law,

• Can’t propose laws by itself,

• Must approve the UE budget,

• The President of the Commission is elected by the 
Council and must be approved by the Parliament.

The European Parliament



The European Parliament



• Intended to be a body independent of 
member states.

• Located in Brussel.

• Actual president : José Manuel Durão
Barroso .

• 3 working languages : French, English and 
German.

The European Commission



• The executive organ of the European Union.

• 25 members (+1800 staff)

• The power of initiative : the European Commission is the 
only who can initiate legislation.

• The Gardian of the treatys : initiate infringement
proceeding at the European Court of Justice.

• Responsible of international negociations

• Regulates the competition within the union.

The European Commission



The Realm of Bureaucracy ?



Acronyms time
• EEC :

– European Economic Community
• ECSC :

– European Coal and Steel Community
• EC :

– European Communities
• CFSP :

– Common Foreign and Security Policy
• PJCC :

– Police and Judicial Co operation in Criminal matters
• ECB :

– European Central Bank
• EIB : 

– European Investment Bank
• EP :

– European Parliament
• EC :

– European Commission
• ECJ :

– European Court of Justice



Examples

1. Textile imports quotas lift 
2. The EUCD
3. EU vs Microsoft



• 01/2005: Expiration of the WTO Agreement on Textiles
all WTO members are required to lift their remaining quotas on 
textiles.

• 04/2005: Substantial imports rise , especially from China
+534% on pullovers, +413% on trousers, +164% on T-shirts…

• 05/2005 : EC opens negociations with the Chinese Minister
of Trade

• 10/06/2005 : Agreement between China and EU
new quotas, but gradual rise of imports until 2008.

Textile import quotas’ end



• 2 months of discussions , led by Peter Mandelson, 
Commissionner for External Trade.

• Agreement :
– 10 categories of goods remains under quotas
– Quotas are growing each year (+8% to +12% a year)
– 01/01/2008 : end of agreement

• EU’s main menace : safeguard measures
Quotas would have been 50% lower !

This affair is a good example of the UE’s power in 
international trade and competition.

Textile import quotas’ end



• Objective: reform Digital Rights
Management System

• You will see the discussion related to the 
vote

The European Union Copyright Directive



• Feb. 93 : Begin of a work to determine the software 
legislation in US

• Oct. 98 : the Digital Millenium Copyright Act is sign in US
• 22 May 01 : The EUCD (European equivalent of the 

DMCA) is adopted with limitation on software patents
• Feb. 02 : new proposal to reinforce software patents 

issued by the EC
• Sept 03 : lots of amendment are made by the EP 

(abandon of software patents)
• 18 Mar 04 : the Concil of Ministers decide to take out 

limitation of the EP and to take a decision

History of EUCD and software patents



• Let’s see a video !

• Video made by the Foundation for a Free 
Information Infrastructure

Software patents: the decision



(Video)

• See
http://video.google.fr/videoplay?docid=-
4116399771660063665&q=european+uni
on+%3B+EU%3B+decision



EU vs Microsoft
• 1993 : Novell complains against Microsoft anticompetitive practices 

(councerning royalties).
– Microsoft reached a settlement in 1994.

• 1998 : Sun Microsystems joins the fray, complaining about the lack
of disclosure of the some of the interfaces to Windows NT.

• EU started to widened the case even more looking into how 
streaming media technologies were integrated with Windows .
– 2003 : preliminary decision ordering windows to deliver a version of his

operating system without windows media player and and offer the 
information necessary for competitors with low-end servers to have full 
compatibility with Windows desktops and servers.

• March 2004, the EU ordered Microsoft to pay €497 million (US$613 
million), the largest fine ever handed out by the EU at the time!



EU vs Microsoft

• EU fined Microsoft for an additional 280.5 
million euros, 1.5 million euros per day
from December 16, 2005 to June 20, 
2006.

• EU wants VISTA without : windows media 
player, MSN messenger, and msn search
toolbar in IE7.


